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© ADVERTISEMENT. 


IF there cur was a Sytech that. deferved to br 
univerſally read, and its contents attended to, it 


zs that of Sir Hercules Langriſbe, Bart. The 
publiſher has therefore been induced to think, 
that the circulation of this intereſting Speech 
may do an eſſential public ſervice. 


4 


Piccadilly, 
March 18, 1794. 


Tun Spzrch, &c. 


— — CL. 


Sm H. LANOGRISHE began by obſerving, that 
he had ſo often and ſo recently preſſed upon the 
Houſe his ſentiments on the ſubject of a Par- 
liamentary Reform, as it is called, that he nei- 
ther found himſelf inclined, nor did he think 
it would be juſtifiable, to take up much of their 
time on the preſent occaſion ; however, as he 
had always oppoſed this meaſure on general 
principles, as tending to ſhake the ſtability of 
a conſtitution which had been formed by the 
progreflive wiſdom of ages---as tending to de- 
tach the public mind from a veneration for an 
ancient eſtabliſhment, and ſet it looſe into the 
mazes of ſpeculation and experiment, he could 
not prevail on himſelf to be altogether filent, 

when the temper of the times, and the condi- 
tion of the ſurrounding world, furniſhed ſuch 
new and i important e on the ſubje&. 

He objected to the agitation of the queſtion at 
this time, He objected to this bill, as he did to 
the bill of the laſt ſeſſion, becauſe it led to an 
object, in his opinion, neither conducive to our 
freedom, nor compatible with our tranquillity : 
he objected to it becauſe it juſtified the popular 
demand by conceding to the principles; and it 
diſappoints the mute demand by the meaſure 
of its conceſſion. He objected to the bill, as 
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it flatters requiſition by the appearance of a vic- 
tory, and embitters it by the acrimony of diſ- 
appointment. The raſh career and fatal con- 
ſequences of a reforming ſpirit, have lately been 
brought before our view, by facts fo ſtriking 
and impreſſive, that what was formerly con- 
jectured is now conviction; and if we will not 
profit by the example of others, we may poſ- 
ſibly add to future misfortunes, the aggravation 
of ſelf-reproach. Upon a former occaſion, he 
had ſtated more at large than he ſhould now 
add, the progreſs of reform in France, till re- 
form became ſubverſion ; he had ſtated many 
things then as a prophet, which he might now 
ſtate as an hiſtorian. 
The progreſs 1s natural, and is applicable as 
a warning to every country in Europe; for 
there is ſo much of uniformity in the nature 
and proceedings of man, that in their combina- 
tions almoſt always ſimilar cauſes produce ſimi- 
lar effects; ſimilar conditions, ſimilar conſe- 
quences ; and therefore I do not heſitate to ſay, 
with every degree of reſpect and affection for 
the people, ating within their proper ſphere, 
with every degree of conviction, that their hap- 
pineſs is the end and the object of every good 
government; I do not hefitate to ſay, that 


there never has been an inſtance, in any age 


or country, in which political power has been 
aſſumed by the loweſt orders of the people---by 
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thoſe whoſe education is ignorance---whoſe 
condition is uncertainty---whoſe patrimony is 
hope---and whoſe empire muſt be commotion, 
which has not proved ſubverſive of liberty, de- 
ſtructive of the general happineſs, and peculiarly 

unfortunate to thoſe who are the authors of it. 
Let us not deceive ourſelves by calling the 
calamity of France, French Cruelty—it is French 
Anarchy! diſſolve but the ties that hold man- 
kind together, diſſolve but the reſtriction of 
laws, the obligations of religion, the mutual de- 
pendence and ſubordination of ſettled ſociety, 
and man becomes as ferocious as the tyger in 
the foreſt. I do not adopt the philoſophy of Mr. 
Hobbes, or any of the theoriſts, as to the origi- 
nal ſtate of nature; I only ſpeak of man breaking 
looſe from the bonds of ſociety, in which caſe 
the different diſpoſitions and genius of different 
countries have always aflimilated, and aſſimilated 
in ferocity, If the French have murdered their 
King, ſacrificed their prieſts on their altars, and 
exterminated their beſt citizens, we cannot for- 
get the baniſhment of Ariſtides, or the death of 
Socrates, or the ridiculous cruelty that baniſhed 
Timotheus, only for adding four ſtrings to the 
lyre. Popular domination has ever been cruel 
and unjuſt; and every friend to freedom and to 
order, to virtue and to happineſs, ſhould guard 
againſt its approaches with as much vigilance as 
we ſhould guard the roads that lead to life or to 
e death. 
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death. In the year 1789, the æra of the firſt re- 
form in France, the elective franchiſe was aſ- 
certained, and confined to active citizens, men 
of certain qualifications, of age and property; 
this was the baſis of their firſt great reform. 
But this reform was ſoon thought inadequate, as. 
the Right Hon. Member's reform would ſoon 
be thought here. Conceſſion proved but the, 
parent of demand, and the redreſs of grievances, 
the approbation of diſcontent; The people felt 
ſucceſs as a teſtimony of power, and began to. 
{peculate inſtead of to enjoy: they perceived 
that in their twenty- ſix millions of people there 
were not three millions of active citizens, and 
that the immediate electors were not in the por- 
portion of one to an hundred of the people. 


The great majority of the people, who conſider- 


ed themſelves the authors and the object of the 
reform, began to diſcover that they were unre- 


preſented : * and being unrepreſented, their 


new philoſophy taught them that they were 
ſlaves, and that perſonal repreſentation was ne- 
ceſſary to liberty: and by the uſual revolutionary 
expedients of clubs and conventions, and armed 


citizens, they ſpeedily accompliſhed their object 


---an equal repreſentation of a// the people 
and with that the democracy of France.” 

You ſee, Sir, that the temperate reform was 
the rudiments of all that followed; it was the firſt 
prize of political diſquiſition- it was the firſt 

1 trophy 


3 


trophy of popular ſucceſs. However, it was not 
the end, but the means: it was the inſtrument, 
and not the object. And to ſhew you how 
rapid are the ſtrides of innovation, when it is 
once ſet in motion, permit me to obſerve, that 
Even the democracy of France was of ſhort du- 
ration : it paſſed away like the whirlwind of the 
wilderneſs, deſolating but tranſitory, and fooh 
yielded, as every popular inſurrection has ever 


done, to the predominant tyranny of ſome of 


the moſt contemnptible of its leaders, who, how- 
ever, had the dexterity to“ ride on the whirl- 
wind and direct the ſtorm.“ —W hat then be- 
came of the fathers of temperate reform? What 


43s the Duke de Rocheſoucault---the Duke de 


Briſſac---the eloquent Clermont Tonnerre— 
the learned and acute advocate, M. de Paſcalis? 
They are no more! Neither their talents nor 
their virtues, nor the ſplendid raſhnefs of their 
firſt enterprize, could atone for their ſubſequent 


moderation: they fell victims to the ſpirit of 


innovation which themſelves had inſpired. 
With ſuch an example before your eyes, will 


you at this day talk of a temperate reform? Or 


do you imagine your temperate Bill, which, out 
of four millions of people, leave 3, 800, ooo peo- 
ple unrepreſented (19 in 20 of the people) : do 
you imagine it would ſatisfy this great majority 
of the people, whom it does not comprehend ? 
Wor nol you would only inſpire their hopes, 
| A 4 whilſt 
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whilſt you diſappoint their wiſhes, and animate 


their efforts by flattering their pretenſions. The 
people who were clamorous for reform would 
deſpiſe your temperate plan, except only as one 
ſtage gained on the great career. I ſay, they 
would deſpiſe it, becauſe they have ſaid ſo them- 
ſelves; they have over and over again demand- 


ed and defined their ultimatum of reform An 
equal repreſentation of all the people.“ In the 


laſt ſeſſion I gave you at large a detail of their 
requiſitions on this ſubject, taken from the mi- 


nutes of their aſſociations, and their clubs, and 
their armed citizens, in which they have told 


you explicitly, they will not lay down their 
arms till they procure an equal repreſentation of 
all the people: and a recent publication by a 
ſociety called United Iriſhmen, is not more ex- 


plicit in the recommendation of their own plan, 
than in the contempt of yours. They tell you, 


they firmly believe Adminiſtration and Oppo- 


ſition are equally averſe from the meaſure of 


adequate Reform,” They ſay, if they had 
no other reaſon for that opinian, the plan laid 
before Parliament in the laſt Seſſion (the preſent 
Bill) under the auſpices -of Oppoſition, might 
convince them of the melancholy truth.“ As to 
their own-plan, they have given you a full and 
faithful delineation of it. It is founded on a de- 
cided principle, and goes to a decided purpoſe 
Perſonal Repreſentation detached from pro- 


perty 


* 
% 
* 
4 
. i 
* 
* 
4; 
8 
1 
1 
* 4 
Co 
* 
% 
*, 
* 
* 
* . > 
| 34 
N 
r 
Bus 4 1 
„ 
** 
A? 
14 
1 
MO 
LD 
1 
* 
1 
:® 
Ki 
* 
[1 
= 
. 
8 
3 * 
X 
A * 
= F 
FS 4 
1 
p * 
3 
3: 
7 
A. 
4 
* 
$25 o 
* 
7 
* 
* 
** . 
* CY 
: * 
1 
F4 
* 
* 
5 F 
ny 
"F 
> 
" 


3 
perty - Univerſal Suffrage and pure Democracy. 


He ſaid he knew very well the Right Hon. 
Gentleman who propoſed this meaſure, and the 
Hon. Gentlemen who aflociate with hun in its 
ſupport, have too great a ſtake in the country, 
too high a public character too much of perſo- 


nal integrity, to ſuffer them to become acceſſary 


to ſuch dangerous notions: at the ſame time, if 
they give the authority of partial conceſſion to 
extravagant demand, they will find that neither 
their intereſts nor their character, reſpectable as 
I know they are, will have authority to repreſs 
its growth, or controul its exceſs. It is impoſ- 
ſible to look into the peculiar ſituation of this 
country, and the condition of the world around 
us, without ſeeing that this-is not the time to 
agitate queſtions of political experiment. We 


know that the moſt indefatigable induſtry has 


been employed to corrupt the minds of the peo- 
ple - to inſpire them with new notions of Go- 
vernment, new models of Conſtitution, and new 
conditions of obedience. We know that inno- 
vation has been held out to the reſtleſs, commo- 
tion to the diſaffected, and the poor have had the 
falſe goſpel of Equality preached unto them 
We know that the moſt populous Nation in Eu- 
rope has declared hoſtilities againſt every ſettled 
Government exiſting—that they have added the 
force of enthuſiaſm to the fury of an unholy war; 
2 fort of anti-crufade, in which they bear the 

guillotine 
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guillotine againſt the croſs, and, with the im- 
petuoſity of a ſpurious chivalry, endeavour to 
{ſpread their arms and their infidelity all over the 
world. It is of little conſequence ta us, what 
ſpecies of government or anarchy they may 
chooſe for themſelves, if they would keep it to 
themſelves; but the liberality af their zeal diſ- 
dains ſuch monopoly ; they ſend out miſſiona- 
ries to propagate their doctrines; and in this 
country, as well as in Great Britain, they muſt 
have made ſome proſelytes, becauſe in every 
country there are many to be found, Quoc ad 
perturbandam Republicam inopia atque mali mo- 
res; ſtimulant. — And they further tell you, 
that this invaſion of your principles ſhall be 
followed by an invaſion of your land.” We read 
in their public-records, that the Miniſter of Juſ- 
tice propoſes © a Committee of Inſurrection, for 
the expreſs purpoſe. of overturning every Mo- 
narchy in Europe.“ They vote © That the Na- 
tional Convention of France be a Committee of 
Iaſurrection againſt all the Kings in the Uni- 
verſe:“ and they actually appoint a choſen band 
to be their aſſaſſius. They decree, in the name. 
of the French Nation, . That they will afſiſt 
every country who with to recover their I 
berty ;” and they charge the Executive Power, 
in a decree tranſlated into all languages, To 
give the Commanders of the French armies or- 
ders to protect the citizens of every country, Who 

4 may 
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may be diſturbed or vexed for the cauſe of their 


97 


liberty ;” inviting all nations who with to reco- 
ver their rights, “ to apply to their Generals for 
aſſiſtance ;** which is, to folicit revolt in all 


countries. The perſeverance of their activity was 


equal to the boldnefs of their principles; and, 
in violation of their diſclaim of conqueſt, they 
made Savoy an 84th department 1h France. 

Is it then poſſible, that at this time, and un- 
der all the circumſtances of the world, we ſhould 
for a moment engage ourſelves in problematical 
experiments, on a conſtitution which we know 
is competent to all the ends of civil liberty and 
progreſſive happineſs ? That we ſhould turn the 
minds of the people from the duties of a critical 
ſituation ? That we ſhould, as it were, tamper 
with turbulence, and favour diſquiſitions which 
would make the people politicians inſtead of huſ- 
bandmen ; and agitators inſtead of defenders of 
their country ? As to the objections to the bill 
itſelf, though I think them great and numerous, 
I yet think they are loſt in the predominant ob- 
jection to your agitating the queſtion at all at this 
time. 

As the bill is the bill of laſt ſeſſion, in entering 
into the particulars, I ſhould only repeat what I 
ſaid before. I objected to it then, as I do now, 
that it 1s incompetent to the end propoſed, and 
would be utterly unſatisfactory to the people it 
profeſſes to gratify ; that it does not improve or 

extend 
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(487 | 
extend the baſis of repreſentation ; that, on the 
contrary, it renders the repreſentation of the peo- 
ple ſtill more unequal—and that on the whole, 
it is a transfer of power, and not a reform of Par- 
lament. And as to the Houſe of Commons, 
conſtituted and compoſed as it 1s at preſent, al- 
though the, waſte of ſome places, and growth of 
others, muſt perpetually vary the proportions of 
its own conſtituency, I am yet bold to ſay, it 
is at this day an adequate repreſentation of the 
property of the kingdom; that in its proceed- 
ings you cannot trace any provocation ta 
change it, becauſe you know that for ſeven years 
paſt it has been engaged in the uniform practice, 
ſeſſion after ſeſſion, of adding ſome new protec- 
tion to Conſtitutional Liberty - ſome new ad- 
vancement to the proſperity of the country ; and 
that to hazard ſuch progreſſive happineſs in the 
lottery of experiment and. adventure, would at 


all times be raſhneſs, and at this time infatuation. 


Under ſuch impreſſions, he faid, he muſt natu- 


rally wiſh to put an end to the diſcuſſion; and to 
do ſo in the manner moſt reſpectful to the Right 


Hon. Member, he ſhould move, That the 
bill be read a ſecond time on the 1ſt of Auguſt.” 


This motion after a debate of - conſiderable 
length was carried in the affirmative. —— 
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ENCE in order to SAVE the REPUBLIC. 


TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH. 
With a PREFACE and NOTES by the TzaansLAtoR. 


Loxpox : Printed for Joux SrockDALE, Piccadilly, 


i The following extras are taken from the Trauſſator's Preſare 


to the above work. 


e Ina cauſe like this, and in a time like the prefent, there is no 
neutrality. They who are not actively, and with deciſion aud 
energy, againſt Jacobiniſm, are its partiſans. They who do not 
dread it, love it, It cannot be viewed with indifference. It is a 
thing, made to produce a powerful impreſſion on the feelings. Such 
is the nature of Jacobiniſm, ſuch is the nature of man, that this 
ſyſtem muſt be regarded either with enthuſiaſtic admiration, or with 
the higheſt degree of deteſtation, reſentment, and horror.“ 

„Such partiſans of a republic amongſt us, as may not have the 
worſt intentions, will ſee, that the principles, the plans, the manners, 
the morals, and the whole ſyſtem of France, is altogether as adverfe 
to the formation and duration of any rational ſcheme of bo republic, 
as it is to that of a monarchy. abſolute or limited. It is indeed a 
ſyſtem which can only anſwer the purpoſes of robbers. and 
murgerers,” A 5 0 24 
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ii of Books publifted by JOHN STOCKD ALE 
THIS YEAR, | | 


2. THE Hiſtory of Dekkan, Bengal, and the Empero > 

T of Hindoſtan, by "Jonathan . Captain in the Faſt - 
India Company's Service, in 2 vols, 4to. - Price 21. 28. 

2. The American Geography, reviſed, corrected, and 

greatly enlarged. By Jedidiah Morſe, A. M, in one large 
volume, 4to. illuſtrated with maps. 11. 5s. 
3. The Hiſtory of the principal Republics in the World, 
compared with the Engliſh Conſtitution, By John Adams, 
L. L. D. in 3 vols. 8vo. embelliſhed with a Portrait of the 
Author, painted by Copley, and engraved by Hall. 11. 1s. 

4. The Courſe of Hannibal over the Alps aſcertained, by 
John Whitaker, B. D. in 2 vols. 8vo. 12s, © 

5. The Life of Thomas Ruddiman, A. M. and new 
Anecdotes of Buchanan. By George Chalmers, F. R. S. S. A. 
with a Portrait engraved by Bartolozzi, 8vo. 6s. 
6. An Eſtimate of the comparative Strength of Great Bri- 
tain, with a Dedication to Dr. James Currie. By George 
Chalmers, F. R. S. S. A. 8vo. 5s. ; 

7 Thomſon's Seaſons, with his Life, Notes, and Gloſſary, 
neatly printed on a ſuperfine wove fools- cap, g vo. embelliſhed 
with 14 Plates, deſigned by Stothard, (Stockdale's Edit.) gs. - 
38. Characters of the Kings of England, with an Introduc- 

tion and Hiſtorical Notes. By John Holt, in one vol. 12mo. 

embelliſhed with a Frontiſpiece deſigned by Mentz. 3: 6d. 

9. The Hiſtory of Sandford and Merton, By Thomas 
Day, Eſq. in one vol. 12mo. embelliſhed with a Frontiſpiece, 
deſigned by Stothard. 3s. 6d. 1 

10. A new Book of Intereſt. By William Wallace, Com- 
mercial Accomptant, 4to, 10s. 6d. LEP 


% 11. Alſo a few remaining Copies of the Hiſtory of 
the Weſt Indies. By Bryan Edwards, Eſq. in 2 vols. 4to. 
fine paper, with a large two-ſheet Map. 21. 128. 6d. | 
12. Eſop's Fables, embelliſhed with 112 Copper Plates 

from Barlow's Deſigns, 2 vols. elephant 8vo, 21. 12s. 6d. _ 
13. An Hiſtorical Journal of the Tranſactions at Port 
Jackſon and Norfolk Iſland, with the Diſcoveries in New 
South Wales and in the Southern Ocean, from 1787 to 
1792. By Governv: Hunter, in one vol. 4to. embelliſhed. 

With ſeventeen Copper Plates. 11. 11s. 6d. | 
14. The American Geography. By Jedidiah Morſe, A. M. 
illuſtrated with Maps, in one vol. 8 vo. 68. 6d. 1 wh 

15. The ſame Work abridged, with Plates. 38. 6G. 


Piccadilly, March 18. 1794. vg Joe Heng 4 7 


#p 
*. 
Fi * 
. 
j 
* 
. 
va, 
* 
. — 
F * 
# 
. 
% 
+ * 
9 
- 
* 


